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[bookmark: abstract-2]Convalescence refers to recovery from illness, trauma or surgery, and provision of evidence-based care is hampered by proxy assessment in veterinary patients. Whereas guidance for pain management and euthanasia decisions continue to develop in veterinary protocols and education, broader concepts relevant to the convalescent patient have received little attention. The overall objectives of this workshop are: (1) to explore opportunities to apply behavior to inform animal care protocols for the convalescent veterinary patient, (2) identify gaps in the scientific literature where further research is warranted. The format of the workshop will include a brief overview of pertinent scientific literature and husbandry guidelines. Participants will be split into groups to discuss veterinary case presentations across four categories of human-animal interaction: human companionship, food supply, biomedical research and wildlife conservation. Groups will be tasked with identifying opportunities and challenges associated with applying behavior to strengthen care, convalescence and welfare of the patient(s). Participants will discuss group findings to identify scientific evidence available or needed to support these recommendations. At the end of this workshop, participants will achieve greater understanding of principles of sickness behavior, pain and convalescence, appreciation for ethical and logistical considerations associated with categories of veterinary patients, and approaches for obtaining scientific evidence to inform veterinary and nursing care protocols. Key applied ethology research priorities will be identified to inform and strengthen evidence-based care of the veterinary patient.

